
 

Message from the Chief 
May 14, 2012 

 
Dear Tempe Police Employees, 
 
In celebration of National Police Week and in memory of those we have lost, the 

Arizona Republic featured several pages of memorials and appreciation for public 

safety members in the Friday May 11 Valley and State section, including our own 

contribution to thank Tempe officers, past and present. 

The stark and distressing fact is that across our nation, 48 law enforcement officers 

were killed in the line of duty in 2009.  56 officers were killed in 2010.  72 were killed 

in 2011.  You deserve the highest commendation for approaching the job on a daily 

basis with honor, integrity, loyalty and dedication – not just words on our logo, but as 

a measure of actions day in and day out despite all the challenges. 

I want to remind all of you that your safety is the highest priority for me and the entire 

command staff.  You have my continued commitment to do everything in my power to 

assure that you go home to your families at the end of your shift.  For those Tempe 

Police families who have lost loved ones in the line of duty, or any sad circumstance, it 

is truly an honor and a privilege to serve as your Chief. 

Sincerely, 

Tom 



 


